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CONGRESSMAN JIM MARSHALL ANNOUNCES FEDERAL FUNDING FOR RURAL HEALTH CARE TASK FORCE, RELIEF FOR RURAL HOSPITALS AND OTHER RURAL HEALTH CARE GRANTS





Mammography, Cancer Screening Among Projects Funded





(Washington, D.C.) – U.S. Representative Jim Marshall announced today that the federal budget includes $400,000 in funding for rural health care in Middle Georgia. The budget, which the President signed today, contains funding sought by Marshall for several projects, including the creation of a Rural Health Care Task Force for Middle Georgia. The budget also temporarily provides relief to rural hospitals which are unfairly reimbursed by Medicare at a lower rate.





“Middle Georgia’s health care providers are in critical financial condition in many parts of Middle Georgia,” Marshall said. “They are not only important to rural health, but also vital to local economies.  I mean to help them every chance I get.”





Marshall announced that the Rural Health Care Task Force has been granted $50,000 to examine rural health care issues and make recommendations for improvements in federal and state regulations and funding.  Mercer University will provide task force leadership, staffing and logistical support.  The task force itself will be formed in the near future and will conduct hearings and receive input from throughout the Third District.





“The Mercer Health Sciences Center is pleased to be able to work with Congressman Jim Marshall in his efforts to improve rural health care in the Third Congressional District,” said Dr. Doug Skelton, Mercer’s senior vice president and provost for health affairs. “We appreciate Congressman Marshall involving Mercer in this effort.”





Marshall also announced that several of Middle Georgia’s rural hospitals will be the recipients of direct federal grants to help purchase medical equipment, renovate their infrastructure, or improve their systems to comply with federal regulations. 





The budget also includes financial relief for rural hospitals, which under Medicare receive lower payments for the services they provide than large urban hospitals do. The budget provides that rural hospitals will be reimbursed at the same higher rate as urban hospitals, but the adjustment will expire at the end of the federal Government’s fiscal year on September 31st.





“The challenges facing rural hospitals are intense �– several, in fact, have had to close their doors,” Marshall said. “Part of the problem is a very unfair Medicare reimbursement formula, which is something I’ll work to change permanently.”





Other communities receiving federal funds:





( Community Health Works, in Forsyth, will receive a $50,000 grant to assist in expanding their regional cancer management system.  The grant will help the public-private health partnership pay for the purchase of computers and cancer management software. Community Health Works serves 3,000 chronically ill and uninsured adults in Bibb, Crawford, Houston, Jones, Peach, Monroe and Twiggs counties.  It plans to soon expand its services to Taylor and Macon Counties.





“Community Health Works not only makes a difference in the lives of those it serves directly, but it helps us all by catching chronic health problems early, before they become much bigger and far more costly for our healthcare system,” Marshall said.  “We should set our sights on expanding this program to all the counties in middle Georgia.”





“We are thrilled to receive this very needed funding.  Our goal is serve 6,000 patients in Middle Georgia and this grant will go a long way towards providing medications and medical services to those who otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford them,” Sydney Cuttes, Operations Manager for Community Health Works.  “Because of the intervention of Community Health Works, many members lives have been saved whose medical conditions would otherwise have gone undetected.”





( Tattnall Community Hospital has been awarded $62,000 to help purchase a mammography unit.  The grant will help the hospital purchase and install the mammography machine and the processor associated with the unit.





“Instead of sending women miles away to get a mammogram, doctors will be able to send women down the hall,” said Marshall.  “This will make it much more convenient for women to get a mammogram.  That will lead to early detection of breast cancer, which will save women’s lives.  I hope there will come a day – and soon – when every county in Middle Georgia has a mammography machine.”





“We will be using the grant to purchase a mammography machine which is very much needed by this community.  Women call us every day looking to schedule a mammogram and we have to refer them to another county.  This machine will enable us to provide a much needed service for these patients,” said Karen O’Neal, Chief Executive Officer of Tattnall Community Hospital.  “We are very, very pleased that Congressman Marshall not only asked us what our hospital needed, but took the time to spend a day with us to see our needs first hand.”





( Claxton’s Evans Memorial Hospital will receive $50,000 for the purchase of state-of-the-art computer equipment.  The hospital will use the funds to create an improved order entry system and an automated laboratory system.





“This is a wonderful grant which will help us upgrade our computer system in the hospital,” said Eston Price, Jr., Chief Executive Officer of Evans Memorial Hospital.  “This is turn will lead to better care for our patients by speeding up admissions and the reporting process.  Our doctors will be able to give receive faster reports from the laboratory and other areas of the hospital, which helps our patients receive faster treatment.”   





( Peach County Medical Center will receive a grant of $50,000 for capital improvements.  The grant will help the hospital defray the costs of replacing the current roof of the medical center.





“This federal grant will help us replace the roof over patient areas and sensitive equipment.  This will allow us to keep these areas of the hospital open for patient treatment,” said Nancy Pead, Administrator for Peach County Medical Center.  “You can’t treat patients when the roof overhead is leaking and we’re extremely excited and very grateful to have this problem fixed.” 





( Taylor Telfair Regional Hospital, in McRae, will receive $50,000 for the renovation of the emergency department of the hospital to ensure patient confidentiality.  The grant will help bring the hospital into compliance with the confidentiality requirements of the Joint Commission of the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) and the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) requirements.





“I was overjoyed to hear from Congressman Marshall that we will be receiving funds from the government for our hospital,” said Joan Hartley, Administrator for the Telfair Regional Hospital.  “The grant will be used to make renovations in our emergency room to comply with HIPAA regulations and patient confidentiality.  It’s great to have someone like Jim Marshall working on our side.  He’s doing great things for rural hospitals.”





( The Rochelle Healthcare Clinic will receive $50,000. This grant will be used to purchase, install and maintain x-ray processing equipment.





“This grant will give us the opportunity to provide a service that is not readily available to the people of Wilcox County.  Many rural Georgians do not have access to transportation so it’s important that these services are available close to home,” said Scott Jobe, the Rochelle Healthcare Clinic’s Director of Practice Management.  “The more services, like x-rays, we can offer to folks closer to their homes, the better medical treatment they will receive.  This provides for a better continuum of care from diagnosis to treatment.”  





( Million Pines Family Health Center in Soperton will receive $38,000.  This grant also will be used to purchase, install and maintain x-ray processing equipment.





“Emanuel Medical Center is in the process of expanding to other communities where health are access is a problem,” said H.C. Cannington, Chief Financial Officer of the Emanuel Medical Center.  Our Million Pines Health Center in Soperton received a grant that will not only help us give primary care to the people of Soperton, but also to perform necessary and important diagnostic services.” 


