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CONGRESSMAN MARSHALL WORKS TO END UNWANTED TELEMARKETING CALLS
(Washington, D.C.) – U.S. Representative Jim Marshall (D-Macon) today voted for H.R. 395, the Do-Not-Call Implementation Act.  The bill, which passed in the House of Representatives, will create a national registry to allow consumers to opt-out of telemarketing calls, making it illegal for telemarketers to call those telephone numbers listed on the registry.   

“People shouldn’t be bombarded with unwanted telephone solicitations.  Families should be able to eat dinner in peace and quiet, and they shouldn’t have to pay to join a do-not-call program, either,” said Marshall.

Unwanted sales calls have become a nuisance that many consider an invasion of privacy.   A national do-not-call registry will allow consumers to limit those unwanted intrusions and once again answer their telephones without aggravation.  H.R. 395, the Do-Not-Call Implementation Act, provides a five-year authorization for the FTC to collect offsetting fees from telemarketers to pay for a national "do-not-call" registry.  Implementation and enforcement of the registry is estimated to cost $16 million annually.  

Because the FTC has limited jurisdiction over the telemarketing industry, this bill requires the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to proceed within 180 days of the bill's enactment to close loopholes not covered by the FTC rule.  Both agencies are required to report to Congress annually on the effectiveness of the “Do-Not-Call” registry. 
“Hopefully this will be more effective in stopping unwanted calls than the Georgia Do-Not-Call list has been, plus folks won’t have to pay extra for the privilege of not being annoyed,” said Marshall.
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