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MARSHALL FORCES UP-OR-DOWN VOTE ON ENDING THE DISABLED VETERANS TAX





(Washington, DC) – This morning, the House of Representatives voted on a motion by Rep. Jim Marshall that would have completely ended the Disabled Veterans Tax. 





The House was considering the Defense Authorization Conference Report, which includes a controversial provision to eliminate over a 10-year period the Disabled Veterans Tax on those veterans who are 50% or more disabled.  Rep. Marshall offered a motion to recommit the Defense Authorization Bill with instructions to ensure that the final bill completely eliminates the Disabled Veterans Tax once and for all.  Four Republicans crossed the aisle to support the motion, which failed 188-217.





“This certainly is a step in the right direction, and I’m proud of the progress we’ve made in our effort to end the Disabled Veterans Tax.  But we can’t rest after passing this small tax cut.  We need to keep the momentum moving forward; America’s veterans deserve no less.  The Discharge Petition only needs 15 more signatures to bring HR 303 to the floor, and with it, another chance to end the Disabled Veterans Tax,” said Marshall.





The Conference Report was negotiated by members of the House and Senate to reconcile differences in the two pieces of legislation.  One major difference between the two bills was the Disabled Veterans Tax.  The Senate’s Defense Authorization Bill included complete elimination of the Disabled Veterans Tax, while the House’s version maintained the confiscatory tax, which is equivalent to 100% of the disability pay of most disabled veterans.  Marshall sought to force the House conferees to accept the Senate provision completely eliminating the tax. 





“I also take some comfort that language was included in the Conference Report to create a commission to examine this issue in detail.  I am confident that a fair, representative committee will quickly come to the conclusion, as I have, that the Disabled Veterans Tax is unfair to America’s veterans and should be eliminated,” said Marshall. 
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