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CONGRESSMAN JIM MARSHALL ANNOUNCES AN EXTENSION OF EQUALIZED MEDICARE PAYMENTS FOR RURAL HOSPITALS





(Washington, DC) – With rural hospitals facing dangerous shortfalls in funds, both the House of Representatives and the Senate passed a 6 month extension of legislation equalizing urban and rural Medicare inpatient hospital payments, announced U.S. Representative Jim Marshall.





The extension of equalized payments to rural and urban hospitals is temporary because a permanent equalization is contained in the Medicare legislation under consideration by a House-Senate conference committee.





“This is very important news for our rural health care facilities.  The last thing Middle Georgia needs is to have one of our hospitals close because of a ridiculously unfair payment system.  Now that the payment equalization has been extended, we can focus on enacted permanent payment equalization without fear of our facilities shutting down,” said Jim Marshall.





The 2003 Omnibus Appropriations bill included a temporary measure that equalized Medicare payments to rural and urban hospitals for inpatient treatment.  That provision expires with the end of the fiscal year.  After passage by the House and Senate, President Bush signed the extension into law yesterday.
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