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CONGRESSMAN MARSHALL’S STATEMENT ON POWELL’S PRESENTATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS


 





(Washington, D.C.) – U.S. Representative Jim Marshall made the following statement regarding Iraq and U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell’s presentation to the United Nations:





Secretary Powell has made a compelling case.  Saddam Hussein has consistently violated UN resolutions.  He has hidden his weapons of mass destruction.  He has delayed because delay is to his advantage.  He has shown no intention of ever disarming.





The UN weapons inspectors are not in Iraq to find Saddam’s weapons of mass destruction, but to verify that Iraq has eliminated all such weapons.  Instead of proving that Iraq has disarmed and is complying with the UN, Saddam has chosen once again to actively conceal his weapons, delay the inspectors, and even to develop new delivery systems. 	





Secretary Powell has proved his case in my book.  We must disarm Iraq sooner rather than later.  Our use of force should be measured and limited to eliminating Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction and its capacity to rearm itself.  It’s important that we give the Security Council the opportunity to endorse a second resolution specifically authorizing force and that we enlist as many allies as possible.  





But even if some of our allies fail to recognize the danger Iraq poses, we must act soon.  The threat from Iraq grows daily.  We need to stop fiddling around and support the President.  





If President Bush decides that we need to move now or in the next couple of weeks, I will support him.
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